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Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity 

  St. Perpetua kept a diary during her last days, while 

she awaited her execution. Her diary, along with an 

eyewitness’s account of her death, is one of the 

oldest, most reliable histories of a martyr’s sufferings.     

This account was passed down to encourage other 

Christians to witness to the world with their lives—

to teach others that greater than life itself is knowing 

Jesus and being loyal to him. Perpetua’s account 

records the events that took place in Carthage, Africa, 

in the year 202, when the Emperor Severus issued an 

anti-Christian law forbidding anyone to be baptized 

and become a Christian. At that time twenty-two-

year-old Perpetua was a catechumen, studying to 

become a Christian. She was also the mother of an 

infant son. Perpetua was arrested along with four 

other catechumens, including Felicity, her slave 

woman, who was about to give birth to a child. All 

were tried and sentenced to be thrown to the wild 

beasts in the amphitheater during a national holiday. 

Their deaths would be scheduled along with sports 

events and various games. 

  During the days before their execution, their teacher 

Saturus voluntarily joined the catechumens so that 

he might die for Christ with them. Perpetua’s father, 

a wealthy pagan, pleaded with her to offer sacrifice to 

the pagan gods so she could be free, but she refused. 

She said, “Father do you see this water jar, or 

whatever it is, standing here? Could one call it by any 

other name than what it is? Well, in the same way I 

cannot be called by any other name than what I am—

a Christian.” 

  While they were awaiting death, Perpetua and her 

companions were baptized. Shortly before the 

scheduled execution, Felicity gave birth to a baby girl. 

During childbirth, she had cried out in pain. 

Someone hearing her asked her how she would ever 

endure the suffering of martyrdom. She replied, “Now 

it is I who suffer what I am suffering; then, there will 

be another in me who will suffer for me, because I 

will be suffering for him.” 

  On the day of their execution, the martyrs left their 

prison “joyfully as though they were on their way to 

heaven” and entered the arena, where they were 

killed before the cheering crowd. Perpetua and 

Felicity were beheaded; the others were killed by wild 

beasts. Today these women are mentioned in the first 

Eucharistic Prayer. 
 

From Our Minister 
Fourth Lesson:  In a provincial chapter at Arles St. 

Anthony, who was then a famous preacher and is now 

one of Christ's saints, preached an eloquent sermon to 

the friars on the proclamation Pilate wrote on the 

Cross, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”  

There St. Francis, who was then living far away, 

appeared at the door of the chapter hall; he was 

standing in mid-air with his arms stretched out in the 

form of a cross, blessing the friars.  He brought them 

all such spiritual comfort that their own interior witness 

was enough to convince them that his miraculous 

appearance was endowed with heavenly power.  The 

saint himself was not unaware of this, so that it is clear 

that his spirit was penetrated with the light of that 

eternal Wisdom of which we read, “Nothing is so agile 

that it can match wisdom for agility; nothing can 

penetrate this way and that, ethereal as she; she finds 

her way into holy men's hearts, turning them into 

friends and spokesmen of God.” (Wis 7, 24, 27) (St. 

Francis of Assisi Omnibus of Sources) 

  

  I am in contact with Fr. Don Braukmann, who is 

starting the first stages of ALS.  This is the thought that 

he shared with us on January 30, 2018. 

  An elderly Cherokee man was teaching his 

grandchildren about life. 

 

He said to them, "A fight is going on inside of me; it is 

a terrible fight, and it is between two wolves. One wolf 

is fear, anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, 

self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, 

superiority and ego. The other is joy, peace, love, hope, 

sharing, serenity, humility, kindness, generosity, 

friendship, empathy, truth, compassion and faith. 

This same fight is going on inside you and inside every 

other person too." 

 

They thought about it for a minute and then one child 

asked his grandfather, "Which wolf will win?" 

The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed." 

Find JOY today and every day.    

Janice Rybaski ofs minister 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
January 9, 2018 St. Otto’s Conference Room 5:00 PM 

  Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt.  Excused:  Sue 
Zenzen. Guest:  Sister Mary Ann Capizzo. 
  Minister Jan Rybaski opened the meeting with prayers 
from The Ritual.  Minutes of the November meeting were 
reviewed and approved.  Treasurer’s report was reviewed 
and approved.  The Fair Share will be sent to the Region for 
2018 for $715.00.  (We have 13 active members at $55 per 
capita.)  Also the annual report will be sent. 
Beginning balance 12-12-2017:  $1,104.55  
Receipts: Common fund –              $198.00   
India family fund -                                $7.00 
Interest -                                                     $.04 
Ending balance 1-9-2018:           $1,309.59 
  The budget was reviewed and approved.  Suggestion for a 
fund raiser was to hold a garage sale at the home of Kay 
Voegtle, Pierz, Saturday, May 19, 2018.   
  In appreciation of Sister Georgine Larson serving as our 
Spiritual Assistant for nine years, it was decided to have a 
pot luck meal at our next gathering, Tuesday, February 13, 
2018 at St. Otto’s Hearthside Room at 6:00 PM. We will also 
present a gift certificate for The Good Book Store. 
Meeting adjourned with prayers from The Ritual at 6:00 PM. 
  Gathering in St. Otto’s Hearthside Room 6:00PM.  Members 
present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Charlotte Van 
Risseghem, Elvira Stumpf, David Czech, Patty Commerford 
and Janet Berendt.  Excused: Sue Zenzen, Karen Gross, Pam 
Geyer.  Absent: Rita Vosen.  Guest: Sister Mary Ann 
Capizzo.  Following a bag lunch, Jan Rybaski opened the 
meeting with prayers from The Ritual.  As Sister Georgine 
Larson has completed nine year as our Spiritual 
Assistant, Sister Mary Ann Capizzo was invited to come and 
meet our members, so some time was spent on individual 
introductions.  Jan shared the council meeting 
discussion.  Birthday wishes went to Elvira Stumpf 
for her birthday January 18.    Liturgy of the Hours was led 
by Kathy Hoffman Tax.  Gospel readings for Sunday, 
January 14 were read and discussed.  Kathy also led ongoing 
formation from The Rule, Articles 11-19.  Patty Commerford 
led the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM with prayers from The Ritual. 

Janet Berendt, ofs secretary 
 

Calendar of Events 
February 2018 
2nd-The Presentation of the Lord 
3rd-St Blaise 
7th-birthday-Rita Toenies 
8th-St Josephine Bakhita 
9th-birthday-Agnes Thoma 
10th-St Scholastica 
11th-Our Lady of Lourdes 
13th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Char VanRisseghem 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
14th-Ash Wednesday 
St Valentine 
22nd-The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 
23rd-St Polycarp 
28th-birthday Rita Vosen 
March 2018 
2nd-World Day of Prayer 
3rd-birthday-Sue Zenzen 
St Katherine Drexel 
7th-Sts Perpetua and Felicity 
13th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Janet Berendt 
Prayer-Stations of the Cross 
17th-St Patrick 
19th-birthday-Josephine Larson 
St Joseph 
25th-Palm Sunday 
30th-Good Friday 
 

 

Jesus is My Valentine 

Jesus is my Valentine; I talk to Him each day. 

He never, never leaves me and always listens when I pray. 

Yes He is my Valentine there is no love like His. 

He is the heart of all that is; for Him I breathe and live. 

He's a Valentine that never lies' never hurts or breaks. 

He always has forgiven me, for all my past mistakes. 

If you only knew my Valentine, you would love Him too. 

For his love is always perfect; His love is always true. 

So if your heart is longing, for a love that never ends, 

for someone that is faithful; you know you can depend, 

call upon my Valentine; He'll wash away your sin. 

He will be your Valentine and your  

dearest, dearest friend. 

By Susan Y Nikletemo 

 

  The Women's World Day of Prayer started in the 
USA in 1887, as Mary Ellen Fairchild James, wife of 
Darwin Rush James from Brooklyn, New York, called 
for a day of prayer for home missions, and Methodist 
women called for a week of prayer and self-denial for 
foreign missions. Two years later, two Baptists called 
together a Day of Prayer for the World Mission. The 
Day of Prayer initiated by these two women expanded 
to Canada, then to the British Isles in the 1930s. The 
movements focus on ecumenism and reconciliation led 
to growth after World War II. Since 1927 the March day 
is known as Women’s World Day of Prayer. Catholic 
women were allowed to join the movement after the 
Second Vatican Council, beginning in 1967, and united 
what had been their May Day of prayer with the March 
Women's World Day of Prayer in 1969.  
  Two other Christian denominations celebrate a World 
Day of Prayer in September. The Unity Church, a New 
Thought Protestant denomination headquartered at 
Unity Village, Missouri celebrates a twenty-four-hour 
World Day of Prayer principally on the second 
Thursday in September (member churches may start at 
sunset on September 11, and the themes differ from 
those of the Women's World Day of Prayer set forth 
below).  Also, the terrorist events of September 11, 
2001 prompted the Knights of Columbus, a Catholic 
fellowship, to designate that date annually as a World 
Day of Prayer for Peace  
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